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The fall pig crop in Illinois this year is’estimated at 2,819,C@0 head or 
5 percent smaller than that of 1939. With the spring pig crop of 1940 reported 3 
percent smaller, the combined pig crop for 1940 is about 3 percent under that of 
1939, according to the Dbcember Pig Crop Survey of the ILLINOIS and U.S.‘DEP&%ENTS 
OF AGRICULTURZ made in &operation with the Post ‘Office Department through the rural 
mail carriers* Apparently the decline in hog production will continue into 1,941 
since the indicated number of sows to farrow in the spring of 11941 is 11 percent 
smaller than the number farrowed in the spring of 1940. 
A favorable fdll farraviing season resulted in a record high average of 
6.48 pigs saved per litter. Combining the 2,81Y,OCQ ‘pigs sav& from fall litters 
with the 4,600,OOO spring pig crop indicates a ‘7,419,GGO pig crop in 1940, This 
compares with the 7,676,GOO crop, of 1939 and the 1929-38 avergge crop of 6,205,oOO 
head. 
The downswing in hog production in the, United States which began in the 
spring of 1940 continued through the fall and will continue at least through the 
spring season of 1941. The decline apparently has been at an increasing rate. The 
percentage decrease in the 1940 fall pig crop was greater than that of last spring, 
and the indicated percentage decrease i’or the spring of 1941 ik a lit$le greatsr 
than that for. the fall of’ 1940, ' ' . , 
The fbll pig crop of 1940 i& estimated’at 28,587,OOc) head L a decrease 
of 4,100,OOO heatl or 12.5” percent froi tha fall crop of 1939. Fxcepting 1939, 
however, this year’s fall crop was the largest since 1733, and it was about 11 per- 
cent above the ‘lo-year (1929-38) airoraie, which period included the small crons of 
the severe drought years.’ The combined snring and fall pig crop of 1940 is estimated 
at 76,976,OOO head, about 10 percent ,smxller than the record large crop of 1939 but 
larger than in any other year sir@ 1923. . .1 I . , . 
The number of sows to farrow in the spring season of 194l (Dec. 1, 1940 
to June 1, 1941) is indicated at 6,938,OOO. This number is 14 percent smaller than 
the number of sows that farrowed in the spring of 1940, 20 percent below the number 
in the suring of 1939, and about the same as in 1938. While much above the low 
production years of the drought period, the number of sows’ indicated to farrow for 
the coming spring is much below any year of record prior to 1934. If hog nrices 
should advance substantially during the next 40 days, and the hog-corn ratio becomes 
favorable, the actual decreases in the Corn Belt States may not be so,large as those 
indiaated in this report, It is apparent’ from returns from farmers that the 1940 
spring pig crop is going to market early. 
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Ohio 'b5 352 87 368 350 95 2,602 2,499 '2,473 2,366 96 
Ind. 572 '498 87 438 420 96 96' 
I& 768 
3,371 3,461 2,776 
684 .89 4'68 
2,891 
435' 93 4,718 '4,600 2,958 Mich . 12  100 
VKS. J,( 324 
106 3 94 4 799 817 683 2,;;; 7'; 
288 89 169 ' 156 92 
643 90 
2,067 
i 4,620 
2,142 1,163 1,078 93 
Kinn. l,z: i$;. I 206' 98 4,4X, 1,319 1,306' 99 
Iowa 1,568 92 591 90 11,326. 10,360 3,729 90 
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:; . l&k. 259 ' 220 -85 . . 52 1 47 90 1,701 ';,g; 317 290 91 
Nebr; 379 303 80 148 112 76 2,832 I 888 - 681 77 
KXlS. 178 135 76 171 128 75 
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IT. s. 8,057 6,93d 86' , 5,192 4,504 87 '53,207 48,389 32,687 28,587 87 -------------------_----------------------- 
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